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(57) ABSTRACT

An escape mechanism including a flexible single-piece
mechanism for transmission of impulses between an impulse
pin of a balance, and teeth of an escape wheel. Each tooth
includes a lever with a pin that can be actuated by a lifting
piece, a low level of the wheel carrying the pins on a same
level as stop members of a plate, and a high level carrying the
lifting pieces. The impulse pin pivots a lever opposite thereto,
either to cause the pin to cooperate in abutment with the
second stop member, or to move the lifting piece thereof
opposite the first stop member and to cause the pin to bypass
the second stop member, allowing the wheel to rotate to a next
tooth.

6 Claims, 3 Drawing Sheets
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1
FLEXIBLE ESCAPE MECHANISM WITH NO
PALLET LEVER

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The invention concerns an escape mechanism for a time-
piece movement or timepiece including at least one balance
and at least one escape wheel.

The invention also concerns a timepiece movement includ-
ing a fixed structure and at least one mechanism of this type.

The invention also concerns a timepiece including a fixed
structure and at least one mechanism of this type, and/or at
least one timepiece movement of this type.

The invention concerns the field of timepiece mechanisms,
and more specifically escape mechanisms.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Watchmaking performance requires high precision move-
ments, with minimum space requirements, and a reduced
number of components, in order to control production,
assembly and adjustment costs. LIGA or DRIE technologies
can produce flexible, precise components, and challenge con-
ventional architectures, which are characterized by a high
number of components and complex adjustments.

WO Patent No 2011/120180 A1 in the name of Rolex SA
discloses a pallet type brake lever, with two arms, each pro-
vided with a pallet-stone for engaging with the same toothed
wheel, with two elastic arms connecting the brake lever to a
frame which enables it to pivot, and a third elastic element
substantially forming a bistable system.

EP Patent No 2037335 A2 in the name of Enzler & Von
Gunten, discloses a single piece Swiss lever, with two arms
each provided with a pallet-stone, and including arms formed
by flexible strips connected to a structure and defining a false
pivot.

EP Patent No 2450755 A1 in the name of Nivarox discloses
an escape wheel for a timepiece mechanism, including a
plurality of toothed wheels, which are coaxial and pivot syn-
chronously about a pivot axis and include at least a first
toothed impulse wheel in a first impulse plane and at least a
second toothed release wheel in a second stopping plane,
parallel to or merged with the first impulse plane. The second
toothed release wheel includes at least one moveable assem-
bly which includes, on the one hand, at least one release tooth
that is moveable radially relative to the pivot axis and returned
to a position of equilibrium by a first return means, and on the
other hand, at least one locking tooth returned in a first radial
direction towards a stop position by a second return means.
The release tooth includes a drive means arranged, when the
release tooth moves in a second radial direction opposite to
the first radial direction, to cooperate with a complementary
drive means comprised in the locking tooth in order to drive
the locking tooth in the second radial direction. When the
release tooth moves in the first radial direction, the drive
means is arranged to move at a distance from the complemen-
tary drive means without driving the locking tooth.

EP Patent No 2105806 A1 in the name of Girard Perregaux
SA discloses a deformable frame defining two orthogonal
axes, including a strip spring buckled in its largest dimension
and arranged to restore energy when there are changes in the
shape of the bistable strip.

EP Patent No 2 221677 Al in the name of Rolex SA
discloses a detent escapement with a lever pivoting against a
spring, which pushes a stop element of said lever towards the
escape wheel; the lever carries a release element which coop-
erates with a release finger carried by a roller whose position
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is moveable relative to the balance roller under the effect of
variations in the velocity of the balance.

CH Patent No 60813 A in the name of Shoal discloses a
lever escapement whose escape wheel includes, on both sides
of the flange thereof, alternating teeth cooperating with pal-
let-stones mounted opposite to and facing each other.

EP Patent No 1967919 A1 in the name of ETA SA discloses
an escapement with tangential impulses comprising a move-
able, ring-shaped frame comprising palette stones arranged to
cooperate with the teeth of a moveable escapement located
inside the ring.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The invention proposes to overcome the limitations of
known architectures, by proposing compact mechanisms
having a small thickness and which are economical to pro-
duce.

The invention therefore concerns an escape mechanism for
a timepiece movement or timepiece comprising at least one
balance and at least one escape wheel, characterized in that
the transmission of impulses between said at least one bal-
ance and said at least one escape wheel is achieved by a
flexible single-piece mechanism including at least one feeler
spindle cooperating with said at least one escape wheel or
respectively at least one balance, and in that said flexible
single-piece mechanism is connected by at least one flexible
strip to a fixed structure of said timepiece, or respectively to
said at least one escape wheel.

The invention also concerns a timepiece movement includ-
ing a fixed structure and at least one mechanism of this type.

The invention also concerns a timepiece including a fixed
structure and at least one mechanism of this type, and/or at
least one timepiece movement of this type.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Other features and advantages of the invention will appear
upon reading the following detailed description, with refer-
ence to the annexed drawings, in which:

FIGS. 1, 1A, 1B, 2, 2A, and 2B illustrate an escapement
with no pallet lever according to the invention.

FIG. 3 shows, in the form of block diagrams, a timepiece
with a movement including a mechanism of this type.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF PREFERRED
EMBODIMENTS

Numerous timepiece mechanisms may be made, with a
reduced number of components, and preferably using com-
ponents made of silicon, or by a LIGA or DRIE method,
comprising flexible areas.

These flexible areas may be used to form guide members,
particularly pivot guides, and/or to form elastic return means.

“Flexible guide members” in the following description
means a linear or rotating guide member comprising one or
more flexible strips. These guide members have numerous
advantages, of which the following, in particular, may be
cited: precision, no friction, no hysteresis, no wear, no
requirement for lubrication, no seizing, monolithic manufac-
turing. The most common limitations are: limitation of move-
ments, low return force or torque density, occasionally com-
plex kinematics, limitation on the load carried.

Flexible guide members may be modified to obtain zero
rigidity or to have a bistable state in the case of a component
that works by buckling under the action of forces exerted on
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both sides of a middle direction, on either side of which the
component may occupy two different stable states.

In a particularly advantageous manner, the invention is
applicable to an escape mechanism 100 for a timepiece move-
ment 900 or timepiece 1000 including at least one balance
300 and at least one escape wheel 400.

According to the invention, the transmission of impulses
between said at least one balance 300 and said at least one
escape wheel 400 is achieved via a flexible single-piece
mechanism 500. This flexible single-piece mechanism 500
includes at least one feeler spindle 600 cooperating with said
at least one escape wheel 400 or respectively said at least one
balance 300. Flexible single-piece mechanism 500 is con-
nected by at least one flexible strip 700, or preferably by a
plurality of flexible strips forming elastic return means, to a
fixed structure 800 of said timepiece 1000, or respectively to
said at least one escape wheel 400.

FIGS. 1 and 2 illustrate an escapement with no pallet lever.
Balance 141 includes a roller with an impulse pin 142. The
plate 140 includes two pins/stop members 143 and 144. An
escape wheel 145 includes a plurality of teeth 146. Each tooth
146 forms an intermittent blocking mechanism, and includes
a flexible lever 147: each lever flexible 147 includes a lever
pin 148 guided by flexible strips 149. This lever pin 148 can
be actuated by a small lifting piece 150. Each tooth 146 also
includes an impulse plane 151. The escape wheel mechanism
is on two levels: a low level carries lever pins 148, and is the
level on which the plate pins/stop members 143 and 144 are
arranged, whereas a high level carries the structure of escape
wheel 145 and lifting pieces 150. FIGS. 1A and 2A show the
elements of the high level in bold and FIGS. 1B and 2B show
the elements of the low level in bold. The operation of the
mechanism is explained with reference to one tooth 146 of
escape wheel 145 just after an impulse, with balance 141
starting a time movement. When balance 141 rotates clock-
wise, impulse pin 142 pivots flexible lever 147, which
changes from position PB to position PA in FIG. 2, and is
released from the first plate stop member 143. Escape wheel
146 advances through a very small angle until lever pin 148 of
flexible lever 147 abuts against the second plate stop member
144.

When balance 141 pivots anti-clockwise, impulse pin 142
pivots flexible lever 147 which is opposite thereto, bringing
lifting piece 150 into position PC, and lever pin 148 bypasses
the second plate stop member 144. Escape wheel 145 rotates
to the next tooth. In this movement, the impulse plane 151 of
escape wheel 145 imparts an impulse to impulse pin 142.

In a particular variant, a ruby lifting piece is dedicated to
the impulse. The special shape of pins/stop members 143 and
144 integral with the plate prevents tripping.

The invention also concerns a timepiece movement 900
including at least one flexible mechanism of this type, and in
particular including a fixed structure 800 and at least one
mechanism 100 of this type.

The invention also concerns a timepiece 1000, in particular
a watch, including at least one timepiece movement 900 of
this type, and/or at least one of the flexible mechanisms
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described above, in particular including a fixed structure 800
and at least one mechanism 100 of this type.

The invention claimed is:

1. An escape mechanism comprising:

a plate;

a balance; and

an escape wheel including flexible levers for transmission
of impulses between an impulse pin of the balance, and
teeth of the escape wheel;

wherein the escape mechanism is an escape mechanism
with no pallet lever, and each tooth includes a flexible
lever of the flexible levers, the flexible lever including a
lifting piece to actuate a lever pin guided by first flexible
strips,

a low level of the wheel carrying the lever pins on a same
level as a first stop member and a second stop member,
comprised in said plate and said lever pins being
arranged for cooperating with said first stop members
and said second stop members, and a high level of the
wheel carrying the lifting pieces, and

the impulse pin being arranged to pivot the flexible lever
that faces the impulse pin, in a first pivoting direction of
the balance to cause the lever pin to cooperate in abut-
ment with the second stop member by stopping the
escape wheel, or in a second pivoting direction of the
balance opposite to the first pivoting direction to move
the lifting piece of the flexible lever opposite the first
stop member and to cause the lever pin to bypass the
second stop member allowing the wheel to rotate to a
next tooth.

2. The escape mechanism according to claim 1, wherein
each of the flexible levers is connected by at least one second
flexible strip to the plate,

each of the lever pins is guided by the first flexible strips,

each tooth includes an impulse plane, so that, when the
balance starts a time movement just after an impulse, the
impulse pin pivots the corresponding flexible lever,
which is released from the first stop member, the wheel
then advancing through an angle until the lever pin coop-
erates in abutment with the second stop member, and,
when the balance pivots anti-clockwise, the impulse pin
pivots the flexible lever which faces the impulse pin,
moving the lifting piece thereof opposite the first stop
member, and the lever pin bypassing the second stop
member, the wheel rotating to the next tooth, the impulse
plane imparting an impulse to the impulse pin during the
movement.

3. The escape mechanism according to claim 1, wherein the

lifting piece is a ruby lifting piece.

4.The escape mechanism according to claim 1, wherein the
balance does not have a roller.

5. A timepiece movement including at least one of the
escape mechanism according to claim 1.

6. A timepiece including at least one of the timepiece
movement according to claim 1.
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